
The Australian Medical Students’ Orchestra will bring 
medical students with a passion for music from around the 
country together for the first time this year. Young medical 

student musicians will join in a long weekend of music-
making in Melbourne in July 2016 to celebrate their love of 

music and support a good cause.

Australian Medical
Students’ Orchestra



Medicine and music have much in common – a dedication to excellence, 
performance under pressure, and teamwork – so it is little wonder that many 
physicians are talented musicians behind their stethoscopes. Like doctors, 
musicians require empathy and communication skills to translate their music for 
audiences and convey its emotions.

For many of us, music is one of the few passions we are able to indulge in 
alongside the busy schedule of medical school. As we endure long days in 
hospitals and grow accustomed to the emotionally draining lives of doctors, it 
becomes tempting to retire our bows and reeds in exchange for tendon hammers 
and stethoscopes. It is easy to stop at the fork in the road and choose one path, 
medicine, and forget the other: music.

Yet music has the power to vastly improve mental health and wellbeing. It serves 
as an outlet for stress, an opportunity to express ourselves creatively and a 
reminder of the colourful life outside the hospital walls.

Thus we felt the need for the Australian Medical Students’ Orchestra. Just 
over 20 years ago, the Australian Doctors’ Orchestra was formed, and over the 
past eight years, medical student orchestras have sprung up around Australia - 
this year, the University of New South Wales medical orchestra will become the 
fifth to open its doors. As this momentum has built over recent years, we have 
been inspired to take this idea to a national level.

AMSO will bring up to 100 medical students from around Australia to Melbourne 
for three days of intense rehearsals, culminating in a concert to take place in July 
2016. At this concert, in addition to ticket sales, we will collect donations for the 
Afghanistan National Institute of Music and Very Special Kids, the only paediatric 
hospice in Victoria. Not only do we share a love for music, we are also passionate 
about using our music to benefit others.

“Music is a reminder of the colourful life 
outside the hospital walls.”



It will cost $12,000 to bring this project to life. 
This covers all production costs for the orchestra, 
including:

• Concert venue hire
• Rehearsal venue hire
• Conductor fee
• Music licensing and printing and
• Instrument hire

The cost will be secured through private tax-
deductible donations and registration fees from 
participating students. AMSO is dedicated to ensuring 
that this opportunity is affordable for medical students, 
enabling us all to continue with our passion for music.

We invite you to join us on the journey of the Australian 
Medical Students’ Orchestra, as we help rekindle the flame of 

music amongst our future health professionals.

Local Organising Committee:
Edward Cliff

Charlotte O’Leary
David Yap

Crystal Gao
Alisha Fong
Justin Koh

Katherine Kuek
Viet Nguyen
Sabrina Yeh

Timothy Harkin

National Steering Committee:
Edward Cliff - Victoria

Charlotte O’Leary - Victoria
Brian Gue - South Australia

Michael Krone - New South Wales
Natasha Dean - Western Australia

Paul Jauncey - Queensland

For more information regarding AMSO, please contact

 Edward Cliff
 0400 830 205, edwardrcliff@gmail.com

 Charlotte O’Leary
 0418 644 408, charlotte.a.oleary@gmail.com


